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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To detect transfer trouble at an early stage by incorporating a bar code reader 
in an arm device and by catching current position information on a wafer carrier during its 
transfer successively. 

CONSTITUTION: A bar code reader 37A which can read a barcode 3 attached to an 
arti cle 1 held by an arm device 36 is incorporated in the arm "device 36 of an AGv (article 
transfer robot) 30. When a semiconductor wafer cleaning process is applied to it, the bar 
code 3 is read and position information of a water carrier 1 is transmitted to a host 
computer system every moment while the wafer carrier 1 is transferred from a stocker to a 
cleaning device or vice versa. It is thereby possible to realize precision operation control 
ad maintenance of the process. 
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